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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the effects of short story intervention on Ambo
University students’ reading comprehension, vocabulary skills development and reading
motivation. All second year English Language and Literature major students were purposefully
selected as the subjects of this study. They participated in six months short story interventions.
Quasi-experimental research design was employed. The researchers used a within-subject
design where a single group of subjects is exposed to all levels of independent variables, a short
story. Next, the students were given intensive training that lasted for six weeks. After the
completion of the training, a post-test was administered. Then, the results were collected and
recorded. The collected data was analysed by using paired sample t-test and descriptive
statistics (mean and standard deviation). The result of the data analysis revealed that short
story intervention has a significant effect on the improvement as the paired sample t-test results
indicated that a statistically significant improvement in reading comprehension, t (19), 4.41, p
<0.001, with the very large effect size (Cohen’s d=3.40); vocabulary skills development showed
significantly higher score than before the intervention t(19)=11.43, p=0.001, Cohen’s’ d=0.99,
95%) and level of reading motivation levels from pre-test result to post-test result t(19) = 11.32,
p = 0.001). Based on the findings, it was recommended that appropriate short story should be
used in the teaching of reading and vocabulary so that it may help students to improve their,
reading comprehension, vocabulary skills and motivation to read.
Keywords: Reading comprehension, vocabulary, reading motivation, short story

Introduction

Reading is one of the four essential skills to be
mastered, alongside listening, speaking, and
writing. Among these English language skills,
reading provides students with the greatest
access to information. According to Tadros
(2014), reading involves the act of deriving
meaning from a text that is written. Farha and
Rohani (2019) also stated that reading is a
language skill that is very important to support
success in obtaining knowledge or information.
Further, reading is a crucial method for
effective learning within an educational
environment, and proficient reading involves
not just decoding words but also understanding

the text (Zaccoletti et al., 2020). In addition,
reading plays a significant role in language
instruction to enhance the skills that students
have developed in listening, speaking, and
writing (Van, 2009). Thus, engaging in reading
plays a crucial role in forming an individual's
personality and enhancing their perspective,
which helps them connect with others more
effectively.

Like, many English as Second Language or
English as a Foreign Language reader,
Ethiopian students gain wider access to
electronic databases through the Internet.
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Indeed, reading is a basic life skill and a
cornerstone for learners’ success in their
careers and throughout their lives (Adcock,
2011). For this reason, the students have to be
able to achieve reading competencies that can
assist them in grasping necessary input using
appropriate strategies of reading. Besides,
language educators has given due attention is
given on how students can develop their
reading skill. Some scholars (Pardede, 2011;
Hanadayani, 2013) argued that using short
stories to teach reading skill will help students
to improve their reading comprehension skill.
Hence, the main objective of this study is to
examine the effects of short story on the
improvement of students’ reading
comprehension, vocabulary skills and reading
motivation.

Robel and Shive (2011) defined reading
comprehension as the ability to read the words
and know the meaning of a text. Khatib (2012)
also stated that reading comprehension skills
are the most important skills for mastery of a
foreign language. Reading comprehension skill
is a basic skill that any student needs to develop
while learning a language. While the students
are engaged in real classrooms, teachers of the
English Language should use effective ways to
improve students' reading comprehension so
that the students can easily read and understand
what they read in a better way (Nejmeh, 2011).

There are many reading strategies to improve
reading comprehension and inferences,
including improving one’s vocabulary, critical
text analysis, actual events and narration of
events, and practicing deep reading (Wolf,
2016). Using short stories can help to develop
reading comprehension skills and make the
students exchange their ideas in the classroom
discussion and make a connection between the
text and the text from outside the school (Sari,
2013). Pardede (2011) stated that short stories
are the most suitable literary genre which can
be used in the EFL classes because they are
very short, and it is more interesting than the
novel, and less trouble when it is compared to
the novel and easy to understand. In addition,
Hanadayani (2013) pointed out that short
stories are authentic materials for learning the
English language.

Acquiring and mastering vocabulary is a
crucial aspect that educators must instruct in
English (Oscarini and Bhakti, 2018; Wulandari,
2019). Learners acquire new vocabulary by
reading and understanding various English
terms (Bi, 2020). Through reading, individuals
can discover the significance of vocabulary
(Tager-Flusberg, 2015). This assertion is
reinforced by the research carried out by
Rahayuningsih (2020), which revealed that in
order to grasp the context of a text, students
must not only read and articulate some words
but also comprehend the meaning of each
individual word. In summary, engaging in
reading can enhance the vocabulary of students
(Yildirim, 2008). A study conducted by Fitria
(2019) stated that when students comprehend
what they are reading, the more they read, the
better they understand each word's meaning in
English (Fitria, 2019). Once readers have an
extensive vocabulary, they will understand the
texts better, as vocabulary plays a crucial role
in learning a foreign language (Reynolds et al.,
2018). Overall, the enhancement of vocabulary
plays a crucial role in advancing students'
language abilities (Pezoa et al., 2019; Yousefi
and Biria, 2018). So, our students have to learn
this basic skill using appropriate strategies to
cope with books teaching foreign languages
since it has multipurpose benefits. Short stories
are very useful in the trials to improve students'
vocabulary and reading. Nasreen (2010) stated
that “short stories” will create a marked
difference in language teaching and improving
vocabulary.

Experts have performed numerous previous
studies on reading skills. Furthermore, the
review of pertinent local empirical studies
divulged that some studies were conducted on
the issues of students’ reading skill and the
difficulties associated with it. For example,
according to Oromia Education Bureau (2011),
the students’ overall performance in learning
other subjects is affected by their inability to
read in English. Different local studies have
been conducted in the area of literature in
English language classroom teaching learning
practices. For instance, Yitagesu (2017) carried
out a research study examining the impact of
literary texts on enhancing reading
comprehension among ninth-grade students in
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Addis Ababa. The researchers utilized a
correlation design along with both quantitative
and qualitative methods for data analysis.
Ultimately, the study's results revealed that a
majority of the participants viewed the
incorporation of literary texts in reading
instruction favourably.

Antehun (2020) conducted a second study on
the advantages and difficulties of teaching

English literature in Ethiopian secondary
schools. The researchers employed a
descriptive survey research design and

purposive and convenient sampling techniques.
According to the study's findings, incorporating
literary texts into EFL/ESL classes is essential
for teaching secondary school students the
English language.

Despite the fact that the aforementioned
scholars studied the function of literary texts in
language instruction, no research has been done
to look at how short stories affect students'
vocabulary and reading comprehension.
Furthermore, the current study's context is
different. In this context, the primary goal of
the current study was to investigate how short
stories can enhance the reading comprehension,
vocabulary and reading motivation of second-
year English major students at Ambo
University.

Methodology

Research Design

The study's goal was accomplished through the
use of a quasi-experimental research design.
The rationale is that experimental research uses
direct manipulation of an independent variable
and control of unrelated variables to examine
cause-and-effect correlations (Creswell, 2012).
Furthermore, by controlling any threats to
internal validity, quasi-experimental design
procedures can be constructed to draw some
conclusions without including all the elements
of an actual experiment. According to Patino
and Ferreira (2018), internal validity is the
degree of assurance that there are no outside
factors influencing a cause-and-effect link
found in a study. This is the other reason that

the researchers used the quasi-experimental
design for the current study.

Additionally, this enables the researchers to
choose volunteers according to their suitability
for the study and convenience (Gray, 2023).
Additionally, posttest-only designs with control
groups, one group pre-test-post-test designs,
and pre-test-post-test designs with control
groups are examples of quasi-experimental
research designs (Gray, 2023, Harris et al,
2006). Because there aren't many responders,
the researchers have selected the second one—
a one-group pre-test post-test design.
Therefore, the current study, which aims to
investigate the impact of short tales on second-
year students' reading motivation, reading
comprehension, and vocabulary skills, is
suitable for a quasi-experimental research
design.

In particular, a time series design involves
using several pre-test and post-test measures
created by the researchers to examine a single
group over time. The repeated measures design
was the most popular time series design, in
which each group served as the control and all
participants in that group had all experimental
treatments (Cresswell, 2012). The researchers
compared a group’s achievement under one
experimental treatment with its performance.
This single-subject design involves the study of
single individuals, their observation over a
baseline period, and the administration of an
intervention (Creswell, 2012). In a similar vein,
Creswell (2014) also noted that a single-subject
design entails tracking the behavior of one
person (or a limited number of people)
throughout time. Because comparing the effects
of treatments entails examining how each
participant's performance changed before and
after the treatments, the design is known as
within subjects.

Research Setting

Ambo University, situated in Ambo town, the
capital of the West Shewa Zone of Oromia
Regional State, Ethiopia, is where the study
was carried out. Ambo is located 114
kilometers to the west of the nation's capital.
The University incorporates four campuses,
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namely: the main campus at Ambo, Hachalu
Hundessa Campus, Mamo Mezemir Campus at
Gudar and Woliso Campus. Among the
mentioned four, the researchers conducted the
study at the main campus since the target
groups were found there. The other reason for
selecting this particular setting was that while
delivering reading courses at different times the
researchers’ observed students’ problems of
reading comprehension. Hence, the availability
or existence of the problem in this particular
setting and its appropriateness to the study were
among the other reasons for the selection of
this particular research setting.

Participants and Sample of the Study

The study's 19 participants were all second-
year English majors at Ambo University.
Second year students were believed to be
appropriate for this study since they have taken
common courses at this level and are also
familiar with the environment. The subjects
were specifically chosen because they assisted
the researchers in conducting experiments on
the subject and confirming or refuting the
study's concept. Since purposive sampling is a
better method for gathering data from students,
the researchers employed it. If the objective is
description  rather  than  generalization,
purposeful sampling are employed (Dawson,
2002).

Research Hypothesis

HI1: Students who completed the reading short
story training showed a statistically significant
difference in their reading comprehension
scores before and after the training.

H2: Students who completed part in the reading
short story training exhibited a statistically
significant difference in the vocabulary skill
development scores before and after the
training.

H3: The reading motivation levels among the
students who completed part in the short story
reading training varied significantly in
statistical terms before and after the training.

The researchers used description in the case of
analysing the collected data for variables in the
study through means, standard deviations, and
ranges of scores to describe the effect of the
treatment. Furthermore, a quasi-experiment
was used for the present study by exposing the
students’ reading skills via different short
stories. The effect of the independent variable
(short tales) on the dependent variables (the
target groups' reading motivation, vocabulary,
and comprehension) was attempted to be
examined.

Research Questions

1. Is there a statistically significant difference
in reading comprehension scores before and
after the short story training for the students
who participated in it?

2. Is there a statistically significant difference
in vocabulary skills scores before and after the
short story training for the students who
participated in it?

3. Is there a statistically significant difference
in reading motivation scores before and after
the short story training for the students who
participated in it?

Research tools
Pre-test

Pre-tests which are also known as before test
was given for all second year English major
student respondents to assess their initial level
of, reading comprehension, and vocabulary
skills and reading motivation before they
receive the treatment. It was delivered using
different tasks. The question types correspond
to the specific objectives of the study. The
student respondents were given nearly two and
half hours each to complete the given activities.
The tests were prepared by the researchers from
the selected short stories. Finally, the student
respondents’ responses were collected and
corrected. The method of data analysis used
was inferential statistics since it allows the
researchers to compare the mean, and P value
of the student respondents’ result (Lim 2024). .

Journal of Science and Sustainable Development (JSSD), 2025, 13(2), 95-105

ISSN: 2304-2702 (print)



Yezabwork and Wondimu

[99]

Post-test

Post-tests which are known as after test were
prepared and delivered for all student
respondents to know the effects of short stories
on their reading comprehension vocabulary
skills and reading motivation. The objective
was to assess each treatment's effects.

Specifically, it was carried out to assess the
effect of dependent variable or the variable
being manipulated on the dependent variable or
the wvariable in which the effect of the
manipulation of the independent variable is
observed. The post-test's objective in this
instance was to investigate how the short tale
affected the understanding, vocabulary, and
reading  motivation of the students’
responses.The student respondents were given
nearly two and half hours each to complete the
given activities. The tests were prepared by the
researchers and also checked by expert from
education institution to ensure the validity.
Finally, the respondents’ responses were
collected and corrected using inferential
statistics since it allows the researchers to
compare the mean and p value to accept or
reject the hypotheses.

Procedures of the Study

The purpose of this study was to investigate
how  short  stories  affect,  reading
comprehension, vocabulary skill and reading
motivation. To do so, the selected short stories
which were to the level of the learners were
adapted from different sources by the
researchers and delivered to the student
respondents after they were checked by
education expert. The level here deals with the
age of the students and the theme of the short
story. The short stories were mixed in nature
since they began from the culture of the
students and preceded to the world level. Then
after, the provision of a pre-test to identify
students’ initial level of reading skill was
carried out. Next to that, the implementation of
the treatment was carried out. The treatment
was delivered for six weeks. During this time,
the student respondents’ were practicing
different activities that were prepared from the
reading short stories. In particular, the

researchers' guidance on applying the three
stages of reading—pre-, during-, and post-
reading—was given to the students while they
read the texts. They were completing the given
exercises most of the time in group. The
researchers got permission from one of English
language and Literature instructors who was
assigned to teach reading course. Additional
classes were also arranged by the representative
of the class.

The prepared short stories for the training were
accompanied by various activates and all of
them were adapted from different sources of
literature by the researchers. The time allotted
for reading and performing the followed
activities regarding each short story was two
and half hours After that, the provision of a
post-test to measure the effects of using short
stories on students’ reading comprehension,
vocabulary skills and reading motivation was
carried out. The post-test short story’s level of
difficulty, content and type is the same as that
of the pre-test one. The only difference was the
topics of the short stories. Hence, the procedure
for completing the post-test is the same to that
of the pre-test. At last, correcting the post-test
was done followed by data analysis using
inferential statistics.

Methods of Data Analysis

Following test administration, data was
gathered and statistical analysis was performed.
The same respondents were given estimation
mean of the pre-test and post-test. In particular,
the paired sample t-test was used in inferential
statistics to analyze the data gathered from
student responses at various times. As per the
selected approaches in the literature, the
statistical tools that were employed were D
(mean difference), T (t-value), Df (degree of
freedom), and Sig. 2-tailed (p value) (Field,
2024).

Results

The purpose of the pre- and post-tests was to
determine whether there was a significant mean
difference  between the target student
respondents' performance on the pre- and post-
tests, as well as the impact of short tales on and
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reading comprehension, vocabulary skill and
reading motivation. The paired sample t-test
was used to analyze and interpret the reading
comprehension vocabulary skills and reading

motivation performance findings from the pre-
test and post-test. Here are the analysis's
findings.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics on the students’ Reading Comprehension

Test Mean Standard deviation

Reading comprehension pretest 9.800 7.56

Reading comprehension posttest 12.950 6.11

In the table 1, the result indicated that student’s  comprehension  after  the  intervention.

reading comprehension mean score was
improved from 9.80 (pre-test) to 12.95 (post-
test) (i.e. within difference 3.15). This indicates
substantial improvement in reading

Therefore, it can be concluded that the six
weeks short story intervention was effective in
enhancing the students’ reading
comprehension.

Table 2. Hypothesis whether statistically significant difference in reading comprehension scores
before and after the reading short story training testing

Pre-test and post-test

T Df p

Cohen’s Effect size

Reading comprehension post-test minus

reading comprehension pre-test

4.41 19

0.001 3.40

Hypothesis No. 1 ‘There is a statistically
significant difference in reading comprehension
scores before and after the reading short story
training for the students who participated in it’
was accepted. The paired sample t-test results

(Cohen’s d=3.40) (Table 2). The effect size of
3.40 is considered as large (Fritz et al. (2012).
Cohen (1988) also identified small size effect
(d=0.2, medium effect size (d=0.5) and large
effect size (d=0.8 or greater). This shows that

indicated that a statistically significant the six weeks short story intervention had
improvement in reading comprehension, t (19), positive effect on the students’ reading
4.41, p <0.001, with the very large effect size  comprehension.

Table 3. Descriptive statistics on the students’ vocabulary skill development

Pre-test and post-test Mean SD.

Vocabulary skill development pre-test 11.12 3.39

Vocabulary skill development post-test 17.45 2.07

Table 3 revealed that before the short story improving students’  vocabulary  skills.
intervention, the students’ vocabulary skills  Additionally, the reduction in standard

mean scores M=11.12 (SD. =3.39). However,
after the treatment, the mean score increased to
M=17.45 (SD = 3.07). The mean difference
was 6.33 (17.45-11.12). The increase in the
mean scores from pre-test to post-test indicates
a substantial enhancement in vocabulary skills
(Field, 2018). This suggests that the six weeks
short story intervention was effective in

deviation from the pre-test (SD=3.39) to the
post tests (SD=2.07) indicates that students’
vocabulary skills became more consistent
following the intervention. This suggests that
not only did the average skills level increase,
but the variability in scores decreased, which in
turn indicates a more uniform improvement
among the students.

Table 4. Hypothesis whether statistically significant difference in vocabulary skills development
scores before and after the reading short story training testing
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Pre-test and post-test T df p Cohen’s Effect size
Vocabulary skills development post-test minus  11.43 19 0.001  0.99

vocabulary skills development pre-test

As it can be seen in the Table 3 and 4, hypothesis ‘H2: There is a statistically
participants’ vocabulary skills development significant difference in vocabulary skill
showed significantly higher score (M=17.45, development scores before and after the

SD=2.07) than before the intervention
M=11.12, SD=3.39), t(19)=11.43, p=0.001,
Cohen’s’ d=0.99, 95%). This indicates that the

reading short story training for the students
who participated in it” was accepted.

Table 5. Descriptive statistics on the students’ on Reading Motivation

Pre-test and post-test results Mean SD.
Reading motivation pre-test 3.20 1.34
Reading motivation Post-test 3.84 1.14

The descriptive statistics in the Table 5 shows
the increase in the students’ reading motivation
mean score from post-test (M=3.84, SD=1.14)
to pre-test (M=3.84, SD=1.14). The decrease in

the standard deviation from 1.34 (pre-test) to
1.14  (post-test) indicates that students’
responses became more consistent after the
intervention.

Table 6. Hypothesis testing about if there is a statistically significant difference in reading
motivation levels before and after the reading short story training

Pre-test and post-test

T df Sig. Effect size

Reading motivation Post-test - Reading motivation

pre-test

11.32 19 0.001 1.87

As it can be seen from the table 5 and 6, the
paired samples t- test result suggested the
increment of the participants’ level of
motivation from pre-test result (M = 3.20, SD =
1.34) to post-test result (M = 3.84, SD = 1.14),
t(19)=11.32, p= 0.001). This shows that the
hypothesis No 3 ‘there is a statistically
significant difference in reading motivation
levels before and after the reading short story
training’ was accepted. The effect size of 1.87
is classified as large effect according to the
Cohen’s (1988) benchmark, which indicates a
substantial impact of short story instruction on
students’ reading motivation. This suggests that
the training not only significantly improved
students’ reading motivation but did so to a
considerable extent.

Discussions

The goal of this study was to find out how
teaching  short  stories  affected  the

understanding, vocabulary growth, and reading
motivation, of English majors. This study
achieved three objectives. Determining the
impact of short story usage on reading
comprehension was the first specified goal. The
second was to look at how pupils' vocabulary
skills were affected by short stories. Examining
how employing short stories affected the
learners' motivation to read was the third goal.
The design of this investigation was quasi-
experimental. Additionally, the obtained data
was analysed using the paired sample t-test.

Data were presented and analysed based on
their themes under different headings. Further,
the explanation of the reasons why the study
has found was provided. Similarly, the results
of pre-tests and post-tests were analysed and
their means were compared to identify to what
extent the intervention affected the participants'
motivation to learn reading skills and the
effects of using short stories on increasing the

Journal of Science and Sustainable Development (JSSD), 2025, 13(2), 95-105

ISSN: 2304-2702 (print)



Effects of Short Story Instruction on Students’ Reading Comprehension, ................

[102]

students’ achievement. The pre-tests aimed to
identify students reading comprehension,
vocabulary skills and reading motivation before
the treatment. Similarly, the purpose of
conducting post-test was to check the effect of
the treatment i.e., a short story on the
dependent variables ie., reading
comprehension vocabulary skills and reading
motivation.

The mean of the learners’ scores increased
when comparing the pre-test and post-test
findings. This suggested that using short stories
enhances learners’ vocabulary, understanding
and reading motivation. According to the
results of the paired sample t-test, there was a
statistically significant improvement in reading
comprehension (t (19), 4.41, p <0.001, with a
very large effect size (Cohen’s d=3.40);
vocabulary skills development showed a
significantly higher score (M=17.45, SD=2.07)
than before the intervention (M=11.12,
SD=3.39) (t(19)=11.43, p=0.001, Cohen’s’
d=0.99, 95%), and reading motivation levels
increased from the pre-test result (M = 3.20,
SD = 1.34) to the post-test result (M = 3.84, SD
=1.14), t(19)=10.58, p=0.001). In this
investigation, all three hypotheses were
accepted.

The short stories created for the training
included a range of activities and were all
adapted from various literary sources by the
researchers. These short stories began with
elements from the students’ own culture and
expanded to a global perspective, allowing the
participants to explore different cultures around
the world. This exposure through literature also
helps them reflect on and appreciate the
diversity of others’ cultures. These can be one
of the reasons why these results obtained.

This study's findings align with previous
research that demonstrated a  positive
connection between English literature reading
and reading skills. For example, Kazeroon
(2013) examined how exposure to literary texts
affected students' reading comprehension and
vocabulary retention at Khorasgan Azad
University in Iran. The study compared
literature majors to translation students and
discovered that the use of literature increased

students' vocabulary. Similarly, Palenfo’s
(2018) study also found out that the students
improved their reading skills as a result of the
short story intervention. Hamane and Guetatlia
(2022) also stated that using literature in
language classes enhances EFL learners’
language skills.

Implications drawn from the findings suggested
that, for English language teachers, this
research could assist them in improving their
current teaching techniques. Based on this
research work, teaching reading skills through
short stories would work best in any language
classroom including Ethiopian context if the
classroom teacher is given further training on
the issue. This study also suggests that teachers
need to devote significant class time to teaching
reading skills through short stories and
encourage students to be engaged in it so that
some students’ gaps will be addressed. Lastly,
the study's findings demonstrated that the
student respondents had a favourable opinion
of using short stories to improve reading skills.
This study also suggests that teachers need to
devote additional significant class time to
teaching reading skills through short stories and
encourage students to be engaged in it so that
students can benefit from it especially in their,
reading comprehension, vocabulary skills and
reading motivation gaps and generally their
reading skills can be improved.

Conclusion

As it can be concluded from the above findings,
the result indicated that there was a significant
effect of the use of short stories in teaching
reading skills to improve students’, reading
comprehension, vocabulary skills and reading
motivation. The study also suggested that
teachers need to devote significant class time to
teaching reading skills through short stories and
encourage students to be engaged in it so that
some students’ gaps can be addressed. Further,
the study suggests that teaching reading skills
through short stories has a positive effect on
student respondents ‘reading skills in general
and their reading comprehension, vocabulary
skills and reading motivation in particular.
Moreover, the results of the study can have
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practical contributions to designing policy Bi, J. 2020. How Large a Vocabulary do
frameworks and curriculum designers. Chinese Computer Science

Recommendations

Based on the drawn conclusions the following
recommendations are forwarded: Short stories
should be integrated extensively into teaching
reading skills so that it can help students’ to be
better in reading comprehension and
vocabulary  skills. To  maximize the
effectiveness of short stories in the English
classrooms, teachers need to devote significant
class time to teaching reading skills through
short stories and encourage students to be
engaged in it. Additionally, short stories should
get attention since they have positive impact on
students’ reading skill along with reading
comprehension, vocabulary skills and reading
motivation. Finally, concerned bodies like
designers of policy frameworks and curriculum
designers should give due attention on the
impact of short stories for students’ to teach
and reinforce vocabulary acquisition and
comprehension  skills, vocabulary  skills
development and reading motivation.

Acknowledgment

Our thanks first go to the almighty God, who
helped us to complete the paper. Having said
this, we are also grateful to the participants of
this study (second year English major students
of Ambo University for their time and effort)
who provided us the data in conducting this
research. Finally, we would like to thank our
family who supported us both morally and
financially. Thank you all!

Conflict of Interest Statement

The authors of this study declare that there are
no conflicts of interest regarding the
publication of this article.

References

Antenhun, A. 2020. Assessing the Benefits and
Challenges of Teaching the English
LanguageThrough Literary Texts: The
Case of Secondary Schools in Ethiopia.

Undergraduates Need to Read English
medium Specialist Textbooks? English
for Specific Purposes, 58, 77-89.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2020.01.001

Creswell, J. W. 2012. Educational research:
Planning, conducting, and evaluating
quantitative and qualitative research (4th
ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill.

Creswell, J. W. 2014. Research design:
Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed
methods approaches (4th ed.). Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage.

Cohen, J. 1988. Statistical power analysis for

the behavioral sciences (2nd ed.).
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Dawson, N. 2002. Jogging to language
competence. The Language Teacher.
Retrieved May 20, 2015,
fromhttp://www jaltpublications.org/tlt/art
icles/2002/11/op1

Farha, N. A., and Rohani, R. (2019). Improving
Students™ Reading Comprehension of
Report Text with KWL Strategy. ELT
Forum: Journal of English Language
Teaching, 8(1), 25—
36.https://doi.org/10.15294/¢lt.v811.30244

Field, A. 2018. Discovering statistics using
IBM SPSS statistics (5th ed.). SAGE
Publications.

Field, A. 2024. Discovering Statistics Using
IBM SPSS Statistics (6th ed.). SAGE
Publications.

Fitria, W. 2019. Reading Interest and Reading
Comprehension: A Correlational Study.
Journal Educative: Journal of Educational

Studies, 4(1),
95.https://doi.org/10.30983/educative.v4i
1.1333

Fritz, C. O., Morris, P. E., and Richler, J. 2012.
Effect size estimates: Current use,
calculations, and interpretation. Journal of
Experimental ~ Psychology:  General,
141(1), 2-18.

https://doi.org/10.1037/a0024338

Gray, J, G. S. 2023. The Practice of Nursing
Research:  Appraisal, Synthesis, and
Generation of Evidence. St Louis, MO:
Elsevier.

Hamane, S. and Guetatlia, S. 2022. Using
literature to enhance language skills for

Journal of Science and Sustainable Development (JSSD), 2025, 13(2), 95-105

ISSN: 2304-2702 (print)



Effects of Short Story Instruction on Students’ Reading Comprehension, ................ [104]
EFL learners. Global Journal of Foreign https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.24903/
Language Teaching. 12(1), 30-37 sj.v3il.146
https://doi.org/10.18844/gjflt.v12i1.6503 Palenfo, A. 2018. The Effect of Short Story

Handayani, M. 2014. Using Children Short Books on Students’ Attitudes and
Stories to Enhance Students Reading Motivation Toward Reading

Comprehension. Journal of English and
Education, 1(1), 133-141. Retrieved from
https://ejournal.upi.edu/index.php/L-
E/article/view/356

Kazeroon, S,. R. 2013. The Effects of Exposure

to Literary Texts on  Reading
Comprehension and Vocabulary
Retention: Literature-Majors Vs.

Translation Major, AJTLHE Vol. 5, No.1,
Jan 2013, 12-33.

Khatib, M. 2012. Enhancing Reading
Comprehension through Short Stories in
Iranian EFL Learners. “In Theory and
Practice in Language Studies. Vol.2.
No.2. http://academypublisher.com.
Current as of January 15th, 2013.

Khatib, M., and Nasrollahi, A. 2012.
Enhancing Reading  Comprehension
through Short

Stories in Iranian EFL Learners. Theory and
Practice in Language Studies, 2(2): 240-
246. Retrieved from
http://www.academypublication.com

Lim, W. M. 2024. What Is Quantitative
Research? An Overview and Guidelines.
Australasian Marketing Journal, 0(0).
https://doi.org/10.1177/144135822412646
22

M Adcock, M. 2011. Adcock, Michael 2011.
Parables of Power II: Versailles as an
Instrument of Royal Power. Agora
(History  Teachers' Association of
Victoria) 46 (2):57.

Nasreen, 2010. Improving Vocabulary through
Short Stories at Higher School Level,
(PGD Thesis, PunjabUniversity).

Nejmeh, S. 2011. Integrating Higher Order
Thinking Skills (HOTS) On The Tenth
Graders To Improve Learners'
Achievement In Reading Comprehension
in Jenin District. An-Najah National
University (Published MA Thesis).

Oscarini, S., and Bhakti, W. (2018).
Vocabulary Mastery by Using
Storytelling. Journal of Linguistic and
English Teaching, 3(1).

Comprehension, Technical High School
of Fada N'Gourma, America.

Pardede, P. 2011. Using Short Stories to Teach
Language Skills. Journal of English
Teaching, 1(1):14-27.

Patino, C. M and Ferreira, J. C. 2018. Internal
and external validity: can you apply
research study results to your patients?
Jornal Dbrasileiro de pneumologia
publicacao oficial da Sociedade Brasileira
de Pneumologia e Tisilogia, 44(3), 183.
doi:10.1590/5s1806-37562018000000164

Pezoa, J. P., Mendive, S., and Strasser, K.
2019. Reading Interest and Family
Literacy Practices from Prekindergarten
to Kindergarten: Contributions from a
Cross-lagged Analysis. Early Childhood
Research  Quarterly, 47, 284-295.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2018.12.0
14

Rahayuningsih, R. 2020. The Effect of Reading
Habit and Vocabulary Mastery toward

Students’  Reading  Comprehension.
Wanastra: Journal Bahasa Dan Sastra,
12(2), 266-271.

https://doi.org/10.31294/w.v12i2.8458
Reynolds, B. L., Shih, Y. C., and Wu, W. H.
(2018). Modelling Taiwanese Adolescent
Learners™ English Vocabulary
Acquisition and Retention: The Wash
back Effect of the College Entrance
Examination Centres’ Reference Word
List. English for Specific Purposes, 52,
47-59.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.esp.2018.08.001
Roeble, K. M., and Shiue, C. 2011. Developing
Reading Comprehension Skills in EFL

University ~ Level students, 177-186.
Retrieved
fromhttp://www.litu.tu.ac.th/journal/FLL
TCP/Proceeding/177.pdf

Sari, H. 2013. The Use of Short Stories to
Develop Student's Reading

Comprehension Skill.
http://hestyblogq.blogspot.com/2013/06/1
Tager-Flusberg, H. 2015. The Development of

English as a Second Language With and

Journal of Science and Sustainable Development (JSSD), 2025, 13(2), 95-105

ISSN: 2304-2702 (print)



Yezabwork and Wondimu

[105]

Without Specific Language Impairment:
Clinical Implications. Journal of Speech,
Language, and Hearing Research, 24(2),
1-14. https://doi.org/10.1044/2015

Tadros, L. 2014. Definition and Approaches to
Measuring Reading Proficiency. Cello
FactFact  Journal, 2, 190-
201.Instruction for English Language
Learners. Alexandria: ASCD
Publication

Unal, E. 2010. An analysis of the reading
attitudes of elementary school fourth and
fifth grade students. The New Educational
Review, 22(3-4), 117-127.

Van, T. 2009. The Relevance of Literary
Analysis to Teaching Literature in the
EFL Classroom. English Teaching

Forum, 3, 2-9.
Wolf, G. M. 2016. Sound reading: Teaching
preschool children print-to-sound

processing. Early Childhood Education
Journal, 44, 11-19
Wulandari, D. (2019). Providing Vocabulary
Incidental Learning through Reading.
Advances in Social Science, Education
and Humanities Research (ASSEHR),
188(Eltlt 2018), 147-151.
https://doi.org/10.2991/eltlt-18.2019.30
Yildirim, O. 2008. Turkish EFL learners'
readiness for learner autonomy. Journal of
Language and Linguistic Studies, 4 (1).
Yitagesu, B. 2017. Investigating the Role of
Literary Texts in Developing Students*
Reading Comprehension Unpublished
MA. Thesis: Addis Ababa University.
Yousefi, M. H., and Biria, R. 2018. The
Effectiveness of L2  Vocabulary
Instruction: A Meta-analysis. Asian
Pacific Journal of Second and Foreign

Language Education, 3(1).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40862-018-
0062-2

Zaccoletti, S., Altoe, G., and Mason, L. 2020.
Enjoyment, Anxiety and Boredom, and
Their Control-Value Antecedents as
Predictors of Reading Comprehension.
Learning and Individual Differences,

79(February 2019), 101869.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.1indif.2020.1018
69

Journal of Science and Sustainable Development (JSSD), 2025, 13(2), 95-105

ISSN: 2304-2702 (print)



